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Abstract

One of the most important goals in apricot breeding programs is to find late-flowering genotypes. Due to its low frost

requirement, apricots open their flowers early and are exposed to late spring frosts, which severely limit their yield. Therefore,

the present study was conducted with the aim of achieving late-flowering genotypes with desirable characteristics for

commercial cultivation or as a suitable parent in programs among 278 apricot seedling genotypes. The results showed that the

studied genotypes showed significant differences in terms of flowering time so that their flowering time varied according to the

genotype from March 10 to April 10. Flowering time of 62 genotypes was recorded from 19 to 30 March, which were recorded

as very early flowering genotypes. Flowering time of 22 genotypes was recorded from 10 to 15 March, which were recorded as

late-flowering genotypes. Flowering time of 20 genotypes was recorded from 16 to 20 March, which were recorded as very late-

flowering genotypes, which due to the fact that the probability of spring frosts decreases at this time of year, so these genotypes

can be good candidates as a late-flowering parent in breeding programs or after measuring the quantitative and qualitative

characteristics of the fruit, if approved as a commercial cultivar Keywords: Apricot; late flowering; Breeding programs;

Commercial orchards
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