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Irrigation Cycle 

Treatments Leaf Area 
Leaf Dry 

Weight 
No. of Leaves  

No. of Lateral 

Branches 
Plant Length 

Stem Dry 

weight 
RWC No. of Nodes 

6 3970.66±377 a 54.41±2.86 a 42±3.15 a 4.5±0.29 a 190.4±12 a 108.8±3.74 a 73±0.7 a 27.2±1.10 a 

12 2508.83±178 b 36.58±3.07 b 25.92±1.21 b 2.418±0.12 b 113.5±3 b 76.6±2.72 b 57.4±1 b 19.15±1.29 b 

Mulch 

Straw 3438±186 b 45.5±1.20 a 34.67±1.95 ab 3.5±0.22 b 147.8±7.2 b 91±2 bc 64.5±0.57 b 22.83±1.12 bc 

Dark Plastic 3152±594 a 48.3±7.15 a 37±3.94 a 4.16±70.23 a 179.7±8.7 a 103.7±4.7 a 71±0.85 a 25.67±1.04 a 

No Mulch 3006±104 c 42±1.82 a 30.5±0.58 b 2.83±0.18 c 126.7±4 c 83.83±2 c 60.33±1 c 21±1.52 c 

Clear Plastic 3364±225 b 46.2±1.54 a 33.67±2.24 b 3.33±0.22 bc 153.7±10 b 92.5±3.4 b 65±0.9 b 23.33±1.1 b 

                  
 

Irrigation Mulch 
Leaf Fresh 

Weight (g) 
Leaf Area (cm2) 

Water Use Efficiency 

(Kg/m3) 

6 Days 

straw 366.7±5 c 4175±216 ab 0.84±0.041 c 

dark plastic 454.3±18 a 3403±846 bc 1.18±0.056 a 

no mulch 347.7±10 cd 3693±163 abc 0.76±0.047 cd 

clear plastic 399.7±8 b 4611±282 a 1.02±0.036 b 

12 Days 

straw 289.3±4 ef 2700±156 cd 0.51±0.043 f 

dark plastic 318.7±30 de 2900±341 cd 0.65±0.003 de 

no mulch 264.3±6 f 2318±45 d 0.36±0.020 g 

clear plastic 287±9 f 2117±169 d 0.55±0.026 ef 
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